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 #Ferguson      
Notes 
#Ferguson is based upon Twitter feeds surrounding the shooting of Michael 
Brown in Ferguson, MO on Aug. 9, 2014. Michael Brown was shot and killed by 
officer Darren Wilson, which sparked riots and civilian unrest. Demonstrations 
were met with militaristic police response and curfews. The event underscored 
the racial disparities of the justice system, receiving national media attention. 
Inspiration for the piece initially came from mapping Twitter feeds in real time 
to create sonic events, and these social media responses to the events in 
Ferguson eventually found their way into the third section of this work. 
!
#Ferguson is divided into three sections: introduction, the shooting, and public 
reactions. The first section sets the scene sonically. Like a reporter on a 
typewriter, the work introduces the main character by spelling out Michael’s 
name (tenor drum). Musical material via Twitter (woodblocks) are interspersed. 
The second section introduces the police (snare drum). The third section 
focuses on tweets surrounding the event. In August and September, #ferguson 
and other relevant tweets pushed past 100,000 tweets per day. By the end of 
#Ferguson, there is the slow down of public response combined with measures 
taken by the police in response to Ferguson. We are left, not with resolution, 
but instead with questions. Have positive changes be enacted after the shooting 
of Michael Brown? Has our political system (local, regional, state, and federal) 
opened any channels for dialogue surrounding racial profiling and inequalities 
of the prison system? Or have prejudices towards minorities remained the 
status quo? 
!
I sincerely hope my last question is not true. 
!
!

 Jon Bellona  
November 8, 2014



Instrumentation
Tenor drum (no snares)
Snare drum (with snares on)
�ree woodblocks (low, medium, high)
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